THE BOOK OF KELI

Or

The Chronicles of the Kelly Pursuers
INTRODUCTION

“The Book of Keli” was originally published in 1879, by George Wilson Hall, editor-proprietor of the Mansfield Guardian newspaper. The sewn pamphlet of twenty eight pages retailed for sixpence and quickly sold out.
That winter G. W. Hall purchased the Benalla Standard and in the issue of August 5, 1879 he wrote:
“By special request we have decided to reprint in these columns, in chapters, ‘The Book of Keli, or the Chronicles of the Kelly Pursuers’. These chronicles have given infinite satisfaction and amusement to thousands, a proof of which is the fact that the whole of the pamphlets that were printed, containing many chapters, have been eagerly purchased, and there has been an increasing demand for more copies from all parts of the colonies.”
The book subsequently appeared as a series during August and September of that year, and no doubt would have been read and enjoyed by the members of the Kelly Gang.
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THE BOOK OF KELI
Or

The Chronicles of the Kelly Pursuers

By

George Wilson HALL

CHAPTER 1

And it came to pass, in the reign of the king Georgius Boneus, that there was a certain tribe known as the Kelites in the land of Mansfield whose name was a terror unto the people, and whose deeds of blood and slaughter were recorded in all the books published in the nation. Now these men of blood had been pursued by the hosts of the king Georgius, and by the captains of his hosts, for that they had done many grievous acts against the laws of the land. And the captains of the king’s hosts with their mighty men of valor pursued the Kelites, and camped over on the hill of Wombat, the same that is known as the hill of blood. But the Kelites were not captured, nor could they be found by the hosts of the army of the king.
Then arose the chief of the captain of the king’s guards, named Dishstand, and said unto his people “Behold I will leave my abode near the palace of the king, and I will pursue this Kelite tribe, even unto the ends of the earth; and I will take with me some chosen men out of our tribes, and I will smite the men of Greta hip and thigh with a great slaughter, and bring them back unto the people the heads of those men who have so disturbed the peace of our kingdom.”
So Dishstand arose, and went forth, and gathered unto him his chief officers, named Nicklesilver and Harus, and a large army of the tribe of Bobpeeler, and went out against the tribe of Keli; but on the way a plague seized them, so that some were blind, and they returned to the camp without having met with the Kelites,

Then the king was wroth, and he covered himself with ashes and gathered unto him his chief men and rulers, and said “How long shall my people be troubled with these rebels, and when will they be brought unto us, that we may show unto the nation that justice ruleth, and that the shedders of innocent blood shall be slain?”
Then was the chief of the captains of the king’s army sore dismayed, and said, “Peace unto my Lord the king, let his Ma3esty but grant me a few more days, and surely these rebels shall be destroyed out of the land; for I will cause to be removed those chief butlers and bakers who have not pleased me, and I will put in their stead more valiant men.

The king was pleased at this saying of Dishstand, and bade him go, and do as he had commanded.

So the chief of the king’s guard went out from his presence and called unto him his counsellors from the men of the tribe of Bobpeeler, and said unto them, “If you can bring unto me one whose habits and deportment befit him for a post of honour in the kingdom, I will promote him there to should he per-adventure bring captive unto me the men of the house of Keli, that they trouble not the land, and that my spirit may no more be disquieted within me by the importunate scribes of the kingdom, for their sayings are grievous unto me.”
After this saying of the chief of the tribes of Bobpeeler, there was a great rejoicing in the camp, and many of the valiant men clad themselves in armour, prepared to come before the chief.

Now it came to pass that while this clamour was going on, there arose a great tumult because the Kelites, the men of Greta, had made an onslaught on the city of Euroa, and had plundered the treasury of one Skotte, and had robbed him of his gold and silver, and other precious treasures, and had taken captive all the tribes of Euroa. After seizing all the precious metal, the Kelites betook themselves unto the mountains and there abode in peace in the caverns.

Then was there great astonishment among the armies of the king and the chiefs, and a large reward was placed on the heads of the rebels, even two thousand five hundred pieces of gold; and there was a proclamation issued by the king to take captive all the tribes of the Kelites, the Hartites, the Millerites, the Lloydites, the Quinites, the Writites and the Clancites, and bring them before the chiefs and rulers of the land.

CHAPTER 2
Now after the proclamation issued by the chief of the armies, for a worthy man to whom honor should be done, there was some disquietude within the breasts of certain of the king’s hosts; and there was also much vexation of spirit with others, fearing they might not be chosen by the chief of the king’s armies to become ruler in the province of Mansfield, near the abode of the men of Greta.

And it came to pass after a few days, that an officer from the king’s army, named Kooe, went forth into the presence of the chief of the king’s hosts and spake thus unto him — “Long live the king. Shure I’ve come to do honor to my country, and to blot out the foul shtain that blashts our banner; and to offer meself unto my Lord as the champion of our forces, and a leader of the armee that shall bring unto my Lord the ribals that infist the mountains of Greta; or if I do not as I have said, then shall the king take from me the posht of honor which I hould in the king’s service, and make me to eat my own hat wid the green veil.”
After this saying, which was given in a foreign tongue, and with much action and winking of the eyes, Kooe strode around the king’s chamber with a profoundly martial step, well pleased with the deep impression he had made upon his Lord.

Now this saying pleased the chief as he beheld the graceful motions of Kooe, and although being of small stature, and speaking in a foreign tongue, yet did not the chief reject the offer, for he bethought himself of the valiant acts committed by Kooe in the land of Jelong, when surrounded by the tribe of the larrikins, and the onslaught he had made upon one who had reached the years of four-and-a-half; also of his having known some daring feats of horsemanship while in the act of retreating from the above tribe, and many other deeds which are written in the book of the chronicles.

And It came to pass that Kooe was commanded by the chief of the king’s armies to arise and depart from Emeraldi and take up his abode in the land of Greta, and there to take captive the rebels of the tribe of the Kelites.

So Kooe went forth from the presence of the chief captain Dishstand, and told unto his fellow officers what the chief had done for him. And he ordered one Gatli, a man of blood and stripes, to prepare himself to carry out the law of retribution upon the heads of the Kelites, for he would surely bring unto them the rebels, even the outlaws of Greta. And Kooe directed that Gatli should cause to be erected within the walls of the prison a gibbet of great strength upon which the prisoners should be executed. And Gatli was ordered to see the gallows erected, forasmuch as Kooe had sworn to take into captivity without further delay, the shedders of blood, in order that his commanders should find rest, and be no more troubled from their enemies.
So Kooe gat himself forth unto the land of Mansfield, where he dwelt without being pursued by the Kelites many days. Nevertheless he went forth with a strong bodyguard, and abode just without the city of Mansfield for many hours.

And it came to pass during this time that the Kelites again came forth, and went over to the land of Jerilderie, and there abode for two days. They also fell upon one Tarleton, an exchanger of money, and took from him over two thousand pieces of gold and other precious coins. The rebel army then went and came over against the armies of the king’s hosts that dwelt in an encampment, and after they had surprised them, the Kelites ordered the men of the tribe of Bobpeeler to divest themselves of their armour, and to exchange with the Kelites. Now the tribe of Bobpeeler was sore afraid, and stripped off their garments and gave them unto the Kelites, who clad themselves in the uniform of the king’s soldiers, and went forth through the land of Jerilderie, carrying with them captive the whole army of the king’s host that dwelt in that land.

Now there lived in that place a certain scribe named Jill, and who was looked upon as a man of valour, for his sayings in the book of chronicles which he kept, and called the “Gazette of Jerilderie”, and his many noble acts, whereby the kings of all the tribes might be proud. But when Jill heard that the Kelites were in the land of Jerilderie he fell with his face to the earth, in as much as there was no strength left in him, and his knees smote one against another so that he could not stand. But his wife called upon him, and raised him from the ground, and set him upon his feet. She then rent off her garments, and putting them upon the almost lifeless body of her husband, and carried him forth in a large basket, and hid him in the rushes that grew by the side of the river, where he could not be seen by the tribe from Greta, and he abode in that place two days.
Now the Kelites took possession of the land of Jerilderie, and held in captivity all the tribes of that place, threatening to destroy with great slaughter those who did not yield themselves up to the will of the men of Greta (who were by this time drunken with wine, and did make merry with the fair damsels who lived in Jerilderie).
Fear and astonishment then gat hold upon the people, and to appease the Kelits, they offered all they possessed if the tribes of the mountains were called away without laying waste the land of their adoption, or shedding the blood of the people. So the Kelites, after they had plundered the city, returned again into the caves and the mountains over against Greta.

CHAPTER 3

And it came to pass that the tidings concerning the Kelites and all that they did, was spread abroad throughout the land of Victor, even unto Sidini, and all the towns and provinces on the coasts of Austral.

After the proclamation had been issued by the king that the Kelites, the Hartites, the Millerites, the Quinites and the Writites were to be taken captive, behold none were looked upon who had the chief’s favour, like unto Kooe.

Now Kooe was ordered to get him forth and to seek in the mountains for the rebels, and also to secure the other tribes who were succouring the Kelites, and to bring them forth unto the rulers of the land.
So Kooe arose, and went forth, and took with him a large army, even all the king’s men who were encamped over against Mansfield, and went into battle array to meet the men of Greta. And when the sun was high in the heavens the procession passed through the gates of the city, and the captain of the party, even Kooe, was found in their midst, well garrisoned; for he had a strong army in the front of him, another strong army in the rear of him, a strong army on one side of him, and yet another strong army on the other side of him. He was therefore well guarded, so that the men of Greta should not be able to molest him, nor carry him away captive into their dominions.

And as the army went forth, behold Kooe asked one of his soldiers if he saw aught of man or beast stirring in the woods. And the soldier answered “Nothing, my lord”. And Kooe asked of another soldier if he saw or heard anything moving in ambush. And the second soldier answered, “Nothing, my Lord; but fear not, for we will guard you from all danger”.

But shortly after, there was a sudden halt, in fact so sudden, that the spear of one of the soldiers preceeding Kooe, came in contact with Kooe’s hat, and did nigh rob him of the laurel which is worn around his hat, even the green veil.

And after Kooe had recovered from his astonishment and fright, he asked in an angry, quick voice, “Fot’s that? Till me immagately?” And one of his bodyguards replied, “Peace unto my lord, it is only a poor wayfarer who happened to cross our path”.

But Kooe was enraged, and in a loud voice cried “Run him in!” So the man was taken prisoner and brought down in chains into the king’s prison at Mansfield.

And the second day the army went forth as before, and as they drew nigh unto the cornfields, near the abode of the men of Greta, behold, two men were seen in the harvest field, gathering in their corn. And when Kooe heard of this, he called them unto him, and said “Are ye not of the tribe of Quinites?” And the men did answer, “We are.” Then said Kooe again with a loud voice, “Run ‘em in!” So they were also brought bound in chains to the king’s prison.

And the third day the army went forth again, and in passing through the land of Greta, they saw three men tending cattle, and Kooe heard of it, and from the midst of his guard, he cried with a loud voice, “Run ‘em in!”. So they were also brought bound hand and foot, and cast into prison.

And the fourth day the army went out, and when near the forest of Strathbogie, Kooe heard that two men were ploughing in a field hard by, and he said, “Behold, these must be the Writites, one of whom is a maniac; go therefore four of ye, bind them fast, and bring them unto me, but the rest of the army shall abide here, and protect my person from these wild bastes.” So these men were bound in chains, and also cast into prison.
And on the fifth day the army went once more forth with their chief, and as they came to the river called Broken, behold the voice of a damsel was heard singing in the cornfield. And the men would have passed on, but Kooe shouted, “Halt!” and upbraided his men that they had not told him “an innimy was in sight”. But the men answered their leader, and said, “It is but a pretty damsel who is gleaning in her father’s fields.” Then was Kooe wrath, and he did tear his veil for that he was near upon passing the prey for which he had come in search. Then he ordered the guard to open out that he might pass through, and capture the “innimy” by the might of his own hand.
So the army filed off, and Kooe seeing no man about ordered his guards to retire two paces, that he might reconnoitre alone

Then Kooe went up to the damsel, and said unto her, “Fear not, fair maid of Miller, for lo, am I not come to shilter and protect ye from the ribils that infist this counthry.” And stretching himself to his full height, and extending his sword, said “Here’s the arm no man’s afraid of,” and he approached unto her, with a smile upon his countenance. At this the damsel smiled, and winked with her eye, and these two did hold converse one with another for some time, and afterwards Kooe returned to his army, but he did not capture the Kelites.

CHAPTER 4
Now when the chief of the king’s armies heard that the Hartites, the Millerites, the Quinites, and the Writites had been captured, he ordered his officers to take them captive into the strong prison at Beechorthi, over against the River Ovens. And they were brought before the ruler of that city to be tried for giving succour unto the tribe of the Kelites.

So when they were brought before the ruler, he asked what charge was laid against them. And there stood up two advocates for the prisoners who said these men had done no wrong. But one of the king’s officers said that the tribes of the Millerites, the Quinites, the Hartites and the Writites had been suspected of aiding and abetting the king’s enemies, even the Kelites, inasmuch as they had given them food and otherwise assisted them in defeating their capture by the king’s hosts. But the armies of the hosts being now in another country, he could not bring the accusers before the rulers on that day.

When the ruler heard this saying, he ordered the tribes to be cast into prison until their accusers should return from the mountains.

Now the elders of the tribes were displeased at this and asked to be liberated, but the rulers refused to let them go.
And it came to pass that after seven days, the elders of the tribes were again brought before the ruler, and the king’s officer said the armies of the king’s hosts were still in the mountains, and he prayed that the prisoners might be kept in captivity until their return.

But at this the counsellors for the prisoners waxed wrath, and did much abuse the ruler so that the counsellor Zinky was near upon being cast into prison with the accused tribes.

Now the Hartites, the Millerites, the Quinites and the Writities were brought up even seven times before the rulers of the city and were each time sent back to prison inasmuch as their accusers had not returned from the mountains.

Now it came to pass that after the men of Greta had made an onslaught on Jerilderie, which is in Nusuthwals, behold the king of that province called unto him his wise men, and said, “Now I know of a truth that the boasting of my army was nothing but “skite” for did not they say unto all the people that if the Kelites would but cross our borders then would the armies show their valour, and the strength of their arm; and, behold the Kelites have been here making sad havoc, and remaining some days and did put to shame and disgrace even our army that was stationed in Jerilderie; after which they made their escape unharmed and now the people of the other provinces are laughing us to scorn. Now, be it known, we issue the following proclamation that whomsoever shall fall upon the Kelites, and bring them prisoners unto us, we will give to their captors even four thousand pieces of gold.”
Now this saying of the king was met with favour by the wise men, and they did say, “Long live Hercules”.

After this had been made known behold king Georgius Boneus, the king of Victor did also say that the man who would capture the Kelites would receive another four thousand pieces of gold. And the people did say “Long live Boneus”.
But Boneus was displeased with the captain of his hosts for that he had let a robber named Weebug, escape from the officers of the army. And he called Dishstand unto him and demanded from him wherefore Weebug had escaped.

And the captain did fear the king, for that he saw his visage was full of wrath, and he feared the king might take his post of honor from him and give it to another.
So Dishstand said unto the king, “My Lord, be not angry with thy servant this time, and I will cause to be brought before me even these two— Marnee and Scratchtin, and I will so question them that I will know the whole truth from them; and if I find that they have not dealt wisely in the matter, behold I will have them beaten with many stripes; this I swear by my magenta scarf.”
And the king’s wrath was appeased with this saying of the captain, and he let him go to enquire into the matter.

And Dishstand commanded that Marnee and Scratchtin should be brought before him. And when they were come into the presence of the captain of the king’s hosts, behold their countenances fell, and their faces were white with fear, and their knees knocked together so loudly, inasmuch that the captain thought his workmen were hammering on his floor, and he commanded his servant to go and bid the workmen cease until this business was concluded.

Now the captain strode furiously towards the trembling gaolers, and demanded Scratchtin to relate how Weebug, the robber, had escaped him.
And Scratchtin spoke thus unto the captain — “The robber Weebug promised if we would go forth with him that he would show unto us wither he had hidden the pieces of gold which he had stolen from the king’s ship; and we went forth armed with a popgun and a wooden sword, which weapons had frequently done good service in the king’s interest in times past. And it came to pass that when we had taken him into the forest, that he desired us to stand one on each side of him, open our mouths and see what would be sent us. And we did so. When lo, he swung his arms round, and smote us below our armour with such force, that we fell to the ground as dead men, for the breath had gone out of our bodies. And when we came to ourselves, we arose, and behold, Weebug had vanished. And after we had looked at each other for some time, we gathered ourselves together, with our popgun and wooden sword, and bound up our wounds and did hasten home to tell the sad disaster which had befallen us at the hands of the robber Weebug.”
Then did the captain tear his magenta scarf, and swore a terrible oath that Marnee and Scratchtin should receive no money from the king’s treasury, nor eat the king’s bread, until Weebug was captured.

So Marnee and Scratchtin went forth from the presence of the chief sore troubled in mind and body; and when they were outside the court, they sat down and wept bitterly, and there was none to comfort them.

CHAPTER 5
And it came to pass when the tidings was spread abroad that king Boneus and king Hercules had offered a great reward, even eight thousand pieces of gold for the capture of the Keli tribe, that there was great commotion throughout the city and towns of Victor and Sidini.
And there was much people whose wishes were that they might capture the Keli tribe on account of the great reward offered by the kings.

Now this tidings even spread so far as the city of Bulrat, in which city there dwelt four learned men whose names were Readicus, Riticus, Spelicus and Rithmeticus, who taught in the king’s school.
Now it came to pass that when the four learned men met together they did hold council one with another upon the large reward offered by the kings for the capture of the Keli tribes. And after they had communed together many days, Readicus arose saying “Men and bretheren, who are these men of Keli who have wrought such disturbance in our land, and from whence have they sprung. Verily it hath caused much astonishment that the king’s hundred horsemen and two thousand footmen were not able to take captive these men of Greta. And behold are we not ourselves much displeased that the king hath not called upon us who are men of valor to seek out and overthrow these enemies of the king? Now I say unto you, mighty men, arise, and put on your armour, and let us go forth to do honor for our country.”
And when he had thus spoken he sat down. Then Riticus arose and spoke thus: “Surely the king’s armies are altogether impotent and void of understanding that they know not how to perform that which appertaineth unto their office. Now therefore let us arise and betake ourselves to the mountains and bring unto the king even the tribe of Keli.”
And having thus spoken he sat down. And again another of these learned men arose named Spelicus, and spake thus, “Behold this saying pleaseth me well, and my heart within me has become as bold as a lion’s. Now therefore I pray you let us send messengers unto the king counselling him that he shall have ready on a certain day a strong dungeon in the king’s prison into which we may cast these men, for surely we will bring them captives unto king of Victor.” And he also sat down.
Now the fourth learned man named Rithmeticus, arose and spoke in this wise: “Oh ye men of Bulrat, it pleaseth me much to hear the valiant men in the king’s service are prepared to lay down their lives in serving their country. Now I beseech you mark what I say unto you. We will go down into the city and buy four asses, and will laden them with provisions for the journey. We will also take unto ourselves, besides other weapons, four large shields with which to cover our bodies and the bodies of our asses, and we will go forth and do battle with the men ofKeli.”
And when he had made an end of speaking, he sat down. Then there was great rejoicing in the council  of the learned men, for they could see in their mind’s eye that each of them was leading captive one of the Keli tribe, but more surely did their imagination tell them that they had two thousand pieces of gold given unto them out of king’s treasury.

So in the morning they arose, and saddled their asses, and took with them their weapons and shields, and a goodly stock of provisions and went forth to meet the men of Keli.
And as they went forth behold about five score of children followed the learned men to the outskirts of the town, shouting and carrying banners with them, and the device upon one banner in curious letters read “Child’s First Primer”, and on another, “The Royal Reader”. And the second child carried a large slate in a frame upon the point of a ruler, and on the slate was sketched a representation of Balaam and his ass. Another held aloft sundry rushes as specimens of the birch, while they all shouted with a loud voice “Behold the men whom the king delighteth to honor”.

But when the learned men were out of hearing, and the four score children were returned to the city, behold they did mock at the learned men and did exhibit the masonic sign with their thumb and finger, saying with a jeer “May ye never come back”.

Now when Readicus and his companions had journeyed a few miles they espied a wattle tree and agreed to rest themselves under its shade until eventide. So they dismounted from their asses and did break bread and drink freely of the juice of the grape until slumber overtook them.

Now while they slept behold an army of Bobpeelers came that way, and they did wonder at the objects that lay before them. So they took their spears and did roughly prick the learned men then inasmuch as they did call out lustily, and the learned men cried out in a loud voice “Behold the Kelis are upon us”, and the asses brayed and there was great confusion. And the Bobpeelers said unto them, “Whence come ye and whom seek ye, speak quickly or we will surely slay thee.” And Readicus and his comrades fell with their faces to the ground and said with a tremblins voice, “Behold we came forth to bring provisions unto the men of Keli, and if ye are these men, we beseech thee take these provisions and let us begone.” At this the Bobpeelers did laugh and were mightily amused. And while they were searching the baggage, behold the learned men did gather themselves together and did hasten back in different directions to the city of Bulrat.
And Readicus being swift of foot, did reach the city first, and went straight to the chief magistrate, and spake thus, “My Lord, behold we have met the tribe of Keli and have committed sad havoc amongst their men, and even I only am escaped to tell thee”.
And while he was yet speaking Riticus came in breathless and said, “My Lord, we have slain thine enemies and even I alone have escaped to tell thee”.
And while he was yet speaking Spelicus rushed hastily into the presence of the chief magistrate, and spake thus, “My Lord, thy servants went out and came upon the enemy and after much blood had been spilled we overthrew them, and even I alone have escaped to tell thee”.
And while he was yet speaking Rithmeticus rushed into the presence of the magistrate and said, “My Lord, we went, we saw, we conquered; we have scattered thine enemies like chaff before the wind, and now their bones lie bleaching in the sun; and I even I —“
And before he had made an end of speaking behold, the king’s army, even the Bobpeelers came into the presence of the magistrate and did relate unto him what they had encountered on the road.

Then the chief magistrate called for Readicus, Riticus, Spelicus and Rithmeticus, but they were nowhere to be found, and they have not been heard of unto this day.

CHAPTER 6

Now it came to pass that the captain of the king’s host was sore troubled because no tidings had been brought unto him of the capture of the Keli tribe.

And while he sat in his chamber he mused thus with himself, “Lo, I have done all that an officer in the king’s service could do to take captive these rebels, even the men of Greta; I have emptied the king’s treasury of the gold and silver, and the precious coins in order to maintain the king’s officers and the king’s men. I have forsaken my couch, and sacrificed my own pleasures, and have travelled many weary miles, and all this hath profited me nothing. Moreover have I not sent into the mountains the valiant Kooe, the favourite of the king’s chief deputy, and yet withal his dispatches unto me are but this much. We are in hot pursuit of the ribils, and expect to capture them on the morrow”.
Therefore the captain called unto him one of those men in whom he put confidence, and said unto him, “Go now to the town of Mansfield, and discover thou what Kooe and his armies have accomplished to take prisoners the men of Greta”.

So, after many days, the messenger returned, and related thus unto the captain of the king’s host all that had befallen Kooe and his army since his departure from the city.

Behold Kooe has gained unto himself great renown among the people inasmuch that he hath kept himself at all times before the eyes of the people. One morning he arose and did take the horse of his fellow officer named Petrose, and did mount him, and make him prance so that both were nearly rolling in the dust many times and this did delight and amuse the children of the people. And when a wardsman named Kerbi did remonstrate with him for his folly and vanity, Kooe did answer him thus — “Shure and I am taming this fiery steed so that the old man Petrose may ride upon him with safety”.

And on another day, behold a traveller named Ji came that way to take likenesses of the people, and when Kooe espied him he marched about in front of and around about Ji, and said unto him, “Fellow, know ye whom I am?” And Ji answered and said, “I do not”. And Kooe said unto him, “Mark me well and notice my style, more particularly my green veil, and tell me if you have seen a finer officer in the king’s service. Me name is Kooe”.

At the mention of his name Ji fell to the ground in fear and astonishment. After some time Kooe gave him arise.

And when Ji arose, he uncovered his head and said tremblingly, “My Lord, I have heard of thy name, and great fame, for it has gone abroad throughout the land, from the east unto the west, and the recorder has made known thy brave deeds unto all men even of thine onslaught upon a tribe of one three-year-old larrikin”.
Then Kooe said unto him, “I may permit thee to transfer my beautiful visage and stature onto thy plates, so that thou shall become rich, and thy handiwork shall be much sought after by many men, and by all the fair damsels of the land”.

Then was Ji much pleased, and did beg of Kooe to say when the great favour should be granted unto him. And it was arranged that Ji should come to the king’s camp when Kooe was attired in the king’s dress, and equipped with the king’s armour.

So that night, Ji could not rest, but was impatient until the morrow, awaiting the hour whence he should wait upon his Lord, and thereby become a rich man. Neither did Kooe sleep, for he had attired himself in all his costly raiment and was much perplexed in mind as to which armour became his bearing.

But early on the morrow a message came unto Kooe from the chief, rebuking him for his vanity, and telling him what he had read of him from the pen of a recorder. Now the countenance of Kooe fell, and he was green with rage, and swore he would smite the scribe who had done this grievous thing.

While he meditated thus within himself, Ji came in sight with his caravan, and he did approach Kooe with a bright smile. But when Kooe saw him, he spake wrathly to him, and bade him hegone. But Ji remonstrated, saying, “I have prepared my glasses and chemicals, and the sun shines brightly, and my Lord would take well particularly if he would don the green veil”.

As this Kooe was more enraged, and did tear the veil from his hat, and did stamp upon it, and declared it had caused him all the trouble he had gone through. But he immediately took up the veil again, and pressing it to his bosom, said, “No my darlint, I will never forsake thee; though I be flayed, I will not give thee up; though I be buffeted and scorned, yet will I wear thee around my brow”.
Now Ji thinking this a favourable moment to take the impress of Kooe, he began to put his caravan in order. and he did submerge his head in a mantle that was around the caravan and also regulate his apparatus.
But Kooe seeing this, he advanced towards Ji, and upsetting his chariot with his foot, did say unto him in raging tones, “Begone thou vile fellow, thou daub of humanity, thou shalt not take my impriss, neither shall the people of Mansfield be so much satisfied as to have any more reminbrance of me, I will speedily lave this town, and will shake the duscht of this vile place from off me feet”. So saying he departed.

And Ji gathered himself together, and tore the mantle from his head, and gathering up the wreck of his chariot, and the shreds of his mantle bemoaned his fate in that he was not allowed to become one of the richest men in the land, by taking and disposing to all fair dames the picture of the handsome officer Kooe.

Now when the messenger had finished this saying, the chief captain bade him say no more on that day, for he was much moved.
CHAPTER 7

Now it came to pass that the host of Bobpeelers were sent in all directions to capture the Kelites. A detachment of the king’s armies went eastward, another went westward, another moved northward and another southward.
And the detachment that went eastward did much complain inasmuch that they had not been furnished with proper arms, and one Bobpeeler said to another, “Lo, my comrades, see what our chief has given unto us wherewith to do battle with the enemy”. As he said this he held up a long handle of brass at the end of which was a pan with a lid, that had been used in the chief’s household to warm the raiment upon the couch in which the chief reposed.
And another soldier did brandish a weapon shaped like unto an anchor, but of lighter weight, and with a point at two ends, which he said was like the prod with which Noah drove the cattle into the ark.

And yet another Bobpeeler, feeling dissatisfied, did produce a small weapon which he could hold between his finger and thumb, and when he did swing around one part by the action of his hand, behold there was a loud wizzing sound came forth like unto the hiss of a serpent, and he said it was the rattle of a firstborn.
But one Bobpeeler did bombastically drag along the ground a blunderbuss, which was too heavy for him to lift, and he said, “Comrades, be not afraid, for though I cannot use this weapon, yet know I it will cast dismay upon our enemies if they see it, for is it not like unto the weaver’s beam borne by the giant of Gath?”
And others did view with long furtive glances the arms they did carry, for some were pieces of wood hewn from the thorn, with many knots on them, while others had pieces of metal, pieces of brass, and pieces of old iron. And they went forth, but not to meet the men of Greta.

And the detachment that went to the westward did make unto themselves mi-mia wherein to eat, drink, sleep and be merry. And their garment was like unto Joseph’s coat, being of many colours and all sizes. One did gird him about with loose raiment, so that his shrunken limbs could show no form, and another did have a covering of such large dimensions upon his head, that a wayfarer did call after him, “Hat, wither goest thou with that man?”
And some of the men did carry small tin vessels that hung by their sides, while other had provender enclosed in large woollen blankets. And these men did drink, smoke, eat and make merry with themselves all the day, and at night they did sleep.

And it came to pass that if a wayfarer went that way, he would marvel within himself, and wonder in himself, what kind of animals these were which squatted beneath the trees.

And the detachment that did go southward conspired within themselves that they would salute all fair damsels they met. But when they came to the house of one Mooni, they did approach unto his daughter and would have saluted her, but the father did call out, “Here are the Kelites”. And the Bobpeelers would flee in great haste, stopping not to look to the right or to the left, but did quickly vanish out of sight.

And a message came to one of the party, named Mean, from the chief, bidding him to carry a despatch unto one Sadduler who resides at Benalli, and counselling them to use all speed.
So Mean went forth looking very pale. And when he had gone a few miles, he saw a small fire along the road, at which some drovers of oxen were taking their evening meal. But Mean, thinking they might be the men of Greta, he jumped from his horse, and drove him forth, and betook himself along a by-pass that led to the dwelling of his mother, and here he abode all night.
And in the morning he arose, and raking his shoes from off his feet, and rubbing his feet on the earth did cause some slight scratches, and a cart drawn by oxen coming that way, Mean crept on behind and reached Benalli.

And when the chief Sadduler asked him why he tarried so by the way, Mean answered thus — “My Lord, I saw the Keli tribe with a large fire, upon which they would have put me, but I dexterously avoided them, and my horse being frightened at the unearthly yells of the savages, he did unseat me, and galloped away, while I dragged my weary limbs, all bleeding and sore through the night, and am just arrived in much faintness”.

And when he had thus spoken he pretended to faint, and Sadduler ordered him to be bountifully sprinkled with water from the river which is called Broken. And the men did sprinkle him very much.
Now the detachment that went to the northward took with them some Ethiopians, men of swarthy countenances, who were swift of foot and quick of sight. The name of one was Spider, and the name of the other Jumbo.

Now the countenance of Jumbo was not “fair” to look upon, and his nose was flat like unto a pat of butter dropped from a great height.
Neither was Spider “fair” or lovely in countenance and the Bobpeelers did much vex the Ethiopians, and did mock them, and oftimes refused to follow them.

And it came to pass that one day the Ethiopians did espie the camp of the Kelites, and they came and told it unto the Bobpeelers.

CHAPTER 8

And the captain of the hosts of Bobpeelers did call a halt, and he answered and said unto the Ethiopians, “Art sure thou canst see the camp of the Kelites?” And the Ethopians did say, “Yea, berily me see um.” Then said the captain unto him, “In which direction are they?” And the Ethiopian said, “Me see um just ober to the north.” Then the captain of the hosts did call upon his men to see to their arms, and prepare for action. So all the men rook their arms, and watched with much anxiety the movements of their Captain.
And when the captain saw all was ready, he placed himself in front of his army, and said, “Now boys the tribes of the Kelites are to the north; follow me quickly, we will go directly to the south; quick boys, or they will see us.” So they galloped away with great haste from the camp of the Kelites, and the Ethiopians followed after them shouting, “Dat be de wrong way.”
Now after they had journeyed many days, the Ethiopians came to the chief again, and said, “Here be tracks of men, and they be camped ober against the ribber King; come now and slay dem.” So the chief ordered his men to fire in the direction of the enemy, and they fired, and the enemy returned the fire. But each army retreated and kept in ambush, so that none were wounded in the battle. And when they had no more ammunition, the other party did raise a white banner in token of peace; and the two armies met and behold it was discovered that both were Bobpeelers, and did belong to the King’s household.

And the party pursued their way again with the Ethiopians, according to the direction of their chief, which was to continue towards the north.
And it came to pass that the Ethiopians did discover the prints of men and horses upon the earth, and they did tell it unto the captain. And the captain said unto the Ethiopians, “Tell me in which direction the prints tend.” And when the Ethiopians pointed out the direction, the captain halted, and cookout his compass and after a long time he found the direction bore one point on a different course from the instructions given unto him by his chief. And he ordered the army to continue on their way according to the orders he had received from his chief, and not to turn to the right nor the left, unless they saw the Kelites, and then they could turn in any direction they liked, more especially right about.
And as this noble army of martyrs continued their way through the wilderness, among wild opossums, and other savage beasts, behold the Ethiopians did again discover the tracks of the enemy, and they came and told it unto the captain saying, “Come now take thine enemies, for they be near at hand.”
And the captain said, “How near are they?” And the Ethiopians said “About half a day’s journey right in the line of our orders." Then the captain called a halt, and ordered the men to camp where they stood, and to put on the tin pot, even the “billy”; for, said he, “The enemy is quite near enough for our pleasure, and we will not pursue these wretches too closely, but give them a chance this time for their lives, so that their blood shall not be upon our heads, neither shall our blood be upon their heads, if I know it.”
So it came to pass that after the Bobpeelers had wandered about the wilderness for many months, and saw many strange things, and did shoot wild bears, parrots, opossums, and many other beasts and birds that inhabited the desert, that many of them returned unto their homes without having caught the men of Greta.

And the Kelites dwelt and in the caves in the fastnesses of the mountains, and were provided and sheltered by some of their kindred.
And many times did the men of Greta from their hiding place watch the movements of their pursuers, and did mock at them, and asked scornfully in an undertone, “Come ye out to seek fleas or fools, or asses? Go to, thou Bobpeelers, and get thee to your homes, for we will never be captured by you, but would rather die than suffer you to hand us over to executioner Gatli.”
END

